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UFOs'

might
herald

quakes
By GRAEMEO'NEILL

Reportsin the pastweekof
"UFOs" in the nightsky near
TennantCreek in the Northern

Territorywhichhave sent electron

ic deviceshaywire,may havea
more down-to-earthexplanation

theymay be a
portent

of earth

quakes.

TennantCreek, about 500km
northof Alice Springs,

is Austra

lia's earthquake capital.
It has re

cordedmore than 20.000quakes

since1966.including the three
most powerful quakesin Australia

in 20 years whichallhit duringa
12-hourperiodin January.1988.
Therehave been reportsfrom

aroundthe worldof eerieairglows.

largeglowingdomesnear ground
level.and ball

lightning
or light

ningflashesjustbefore,duringor
after earthquakes.

Severalpeoplein the Tennant

Creekarea have reported seeing
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orange,red and greenlightsin the
sky duringthe pastweekand sil
very. dome-like structures.

An
earthquakeexpert.Dr Tre

vor Jones,of the
Australian

Seis
mological Officein Canberra, said
yesterday that the TennantCreek
phenomena couldnot

definitely
be

attributed
to

earthquakes,

but cited
a 1968reportby a

Japanese scient

ist of glowing"domes"between

20m and 200m wide beingseen
aroundthe timeof a major earth

The same reportmentionsred,
orangeand greenlightsin the sky.
possibly reflected off high clouds,

and the
phenomena

are oftenseen
afterthe passageof a coldfront

whenthe
following

air is verydry
and conduciveto the build-upof
static electricity.

Dr Jonessaid
geologists

have
measured high voltages in stressed

regionsof the earth'scrust,possi

bly due to a
phenomenon called

the
piezo-electriceffect.When

compressed, certainquartzcrystals
emit smallpulsesof

electricity.

Whilevoltagesmay be verylarge
the

currentsthatflowfrompoint

to pointare onlyweak.

One theory advanced by scient

ists who have studiedearthquake

lightsis thattheymay be ball
lightning— glowingplasmasof
highlychargedgas leakingfrom
the earth'scrust. Ball lightning

manifestsitselfas spheresthatmay
floator dart through

the air.
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